Buyer Beware of "new" 070 saws costing more than 500 bucks
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The 070 is an old technology saw, As I understand it the only genuine 070 saws now made by Stihl are built in South America. Stihl saws from Brazil usually have " Made in Brazil" on the bar. 

The saw is only really suitable for use on a mill as it does not have a chainbrake. 

Most if not all "new" 070's sold in Australia are chinese copies. These copies can be bought for less than $500 delivered to your door so anyone considering such a purchase should be thinking that kind of money. 

I purchased a chinese copy which failed because of quality control issues in the assembly process which caused the flywheel to damage the crankshaft. If you buy one of these have it inspected thoroughly by a good chainsaw mechanic before you use it as it could save you money in the long run. Parts are cheap and can be sourced from the US, Europe and Asia. Ebay suppliers of 070 parts are almost always helpful and supply good quality items. 

My 070 performed really well on my sawmill it has plenty of power and cuts well. Remember that if you want to use it to mill you will need a milling bar and a specialised milling chain....these cost a total of about $340 on top of the purchase price. 

In summary: 
1) Assume the origin of any new 070 saws to be Chinese. The detail of the copy is such that even a Stihl dealer can have trouble picking it from an original. 
2) Make sure you get the thing thoroughly checked to rectify any quality control failures before you use it. 
3) If it costs more than 500 bucks and there is no definitive evidence that it wasn't made in China then don't buy it as you are probably being ripped off - the box, the saw and accessories are no proof at all as the Chinese copies are excellent fakes in every way. 
4) Always remember that the saw is only fit for milling. It is a powerful bit of kit and without a chainbrake it's capable of inflicting serious injury when used as a normal saw. 

1 of 1 people found this review helpful.

